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Floridaôs 2014 Recycling 
Rate 
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http://www.dep.state.fl.us/mainpage/prog

rams/recycling.htm  

 
ÅThe statewide 

overall recycling 
rate, which includes 
renewable energy* 
recycling credits, 
increased from 49% 
(2013) to 50% 
(2014). 
Å The Legislature set an 

interim benchmark 
recycling goal of 50% for 
calendar year 2014 and 
60% for calendar year 
2016. 

 

ÅThe statewide 
traditional recycling 
rate, which excludes 
renewable energy 
recycling credits, 
increased from 38% 
(2013) to 39% 
(2014). 
 

 
*Electricity produced from 
MSW or landfill gas 
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Summary of Recycling Credits 



Single Stream Recycling:  Challenge to 
Reaching Floridaôs 75% Recycling Goal 

Why Programs Are Using Single Stream: 
ÅAll accepted recyclables are placed in a single 
large cart 
ÅIncreased participation due to convenience  
ÅIncreased tonnage of recyclables 
ÅEfficient collection = Reduction in Costs 
ÅSingle Compartment Collection Truck 
ÅAutomated 
ÅFewer staff 
ÅhǾŜǊ рл҈ ƻŦ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΩǎ tƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ Iŀǎ {ƛƴƎƭŜ 
Stream Service 
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Recycling Industry Report 

 FDEP Webinar 

 Dawn McCormick 

 Communications Director 

 Waste Management 
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The Challenges of Contamination  



Å WM handled over 15 million tons of recyclables in 2014  

Å  WM handles more residential recyclables than any other company  

     in North America  

WM Recycling Services 

WM Recycling Facts 

  

Å110 Material Recovery Facilities ( MRFs) including:  

 Single-stream, C & D, and organics facilities  

Å Closed 8 recycling plants over the past year; more could cease operations.  



Recycling Report Card: 
Industry Challenges 

Waste Management CEO David Steiner: 

 

Å Processing cost are going UP 

Å Contamination is UP 

Å Commodity prices are Down 

Å Costing more to process a ton of recyclables, and dispose of the 

contamination, than receiving from commodity markets  

 

òTo be sustainable overtime, recycling operations must make economic 

senseó ð David Steiner 

 

 



Recycling is a Young, Evolving Industry 

MSW Recycling Rates, 1960-2013 

Source: US Environmental Protection Agency    http://www3.epa.gov/epawaste/nonhaz/municipal/ 



Number of Single Stream MRFs 

Source: Resource Recycling magazine; January 2015 



Increasing contamination WM facilities companywide  

Å Contamination of loads is an average  of 16% of inbound tons.   

Å Contamination can be up to 50% of incoming loads. 

Å Contamination cost an average of over $125 per ton.  

Å Processing costs continue to increase as markets demand reduced 

contamination.  This drives up cost to customers. 
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Increasing Levels of Contamination: Reuter Recycling 



Contamination Challenges 



Film Plastics in Disc Screens 
 


